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SUBJECT: WASHINGTON VISIT OF WORLD FOOD PROGRAM EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR FRANCISCO AQUINO 

1. FRANCISCO AQUINO CALLED ON ME PRELIMINARY TO HIS 
VISIT TO CANADA AND THE UNITED STATES (MARCH 3-5), 
PARTICULARLY TO CONVEY THE MESSAGE TO ME THAT WHILE 
IN WASHINGTON HE CONSIDERS IT MOST IMPORTANT TO HAVE 
A TALK WITH YOU. I STRONGLY RECOMMEND THAT YOU 
RECEIVE HIM. 

2. AS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE WORLD FOOD PROGRAMME. 
AQUINO IS ONE OF THE KEY UN OFFICIALS IN ROME WITH 
WHOM WE DEAL IN MATTERS OF WORLD FOOD AID. WE EXPECT 
HIM TO BE OF CONTINUING IMPORTANCE TO US HERE, AND IN 
WASHINGTON, AS THE RELATIONSHIPS EVOLVE BETWEEN THE 
WORLD FOOD COUNCIL, FAO, AND THE WFP. AQUINO IS 
FRIENDLY TOWARD THE UNITED STATES, AND HAS BEEN 
PARTICULARLY IMPRESSED BY YOUR INTEREST IN WORLD FOOD 
PROBLEMS, AS DEMONSTRATED BY YOUR INITIATIVE FOR THE 
WORLD FOOD CONFERENCE LAST YEAR, AND YOUR PRESENTATION 
AT THE CONFERENCE IN NOVEMBER. 

3. WE UNDERSTAND AQUINO WILL BE HOSTED AT LUNCH BY 
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IN FOOD PROBLEMS, AND WHO PARTICIPATED IN THE WORLD 
FOOD CONFERENCE. THIS WILL BE HELPFUL, AS AQUINO IS 
BEING RECEIVED BY HIGH OFFICIALS AND GIVEN VIP 
ATTENTION IN OTHER COUNTRIES. I SUGGEST ALSO THAT THE 
DEPARTMENT LEND A HAND IN ARRANGING A POSSIBLE ADDRESS 
BY AQUINO TO THE NATIONAL PRESS CLUB, IN VIEW OF THE 
INTEREST AND IMPORTANCE HIS TOPIC CURRENTLY HOLDS IN 
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS. 

4. OF KEY IMPORTANCE, HOWEVER, IS HIS DESIRE TO CALL 
ON YOU. AS YOU KNOW, AQUINO IS VERY MUCH IN THE RUNNING 
TO REPLACE A.H. BOERMA AS DIRECTOR GENERAL OF FAO, 

AND ALTHOUGH THIS IS NOT THE STATED PURPOSE OF HIS VISIT, 
IT IS NOT WITHOUT PERTINENCE TO HIS MEETING WITH YOU. 

BY SIMILAR TOKEN OUR COOPERATION WITH AQUINO WILL 
ASSUME EVEN GREATER IMPORTANCE IF HE REPLACES BOERMA. 
WE CAN ONLY GAIN FROM HIS FAVORABLE IMPRESSION IF 
RECEIVED AT THIS TIME BY YOU, AND I URGE THAT YOU FIND 
TIME FOR HIS CALL IF YOUR HEAVY SCHEDULE WILL AT ALL 
PERMIT. VOLPE 
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